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C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TC BE RELEVANT

Category® | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to slaim No.

X W0 2009/045827 A2 (INTUITIYE SURGICAL INC
[US]) 9 April 2009 (2009-04-09)
paragraphs [0032] - [0©98], [©191] -
[0213]; figures 4-17

A US 6 036 637 A (KUDO MASAHIRO [JP])

14 March 2000 (2000-03-14)

colum 12; figures 5,14-17

A US 20087097155 Al (GATTANI ABHISHEK [US]
ET AL) 24 April 2008 {2008-04-24)
pagagraphs [0037], [0047] - [0057], [O
66

A WO 2008,/103383 AL (GILDENBERG PHILIP L
[US]) 28 August 2008 (2008-08-28)
paragraphs [0018], [0822] - [0033]

-/--

1-15

1-15

1-15

1-15
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See patent family annex.
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"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not
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"E" earlier document butpublished on or after the international
filing date
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cther means
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1. m Claims Nos.: 6-2
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

bacausa thay relate to parts of the intaernational applicaticn that do not comply with the preseribed requiremants ta such
an extent that ne meaningful international search can be camied out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:

bacausa they ara depandant claims and ara nat drafted in accardance with tha sacand and third sentences of Rula 6.4{a).

BoxNo. Il Observations where unlty of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of Hem 3 of flrst sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. As all required aciditional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search repott covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did net invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timaly paid by the applicant, this intsrnational search report covers
only thass claims far which fess wara paid, spacifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| Ne required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Genseguently, this international search repeort is
restricted te the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's pratest but the applicable protest
foe was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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International Applicatioh No. PCT/ IB2010/ 055606

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 16-20

Tracking of a surgical tool within intra-operative endoscopic images in
the context of a surgical navigation method qualifies as surgical. It is
an intrinsic characteristic of navigation that the tool is moved within
the different tracking steps and the movement of the tool is adapted
(i.e. functionally dependent on) based on the result of the
imaging/tracking interactively. Consequently, in a navigation method, the
movement of the tool is is intrinsic to the method and thus part of the
method. The movement of a surgical tool within the body is clearly
surgical. The method defined in claims 16-20 is therefore a method of
treatment of the human or animal body by surgery. No internaticnal search
and no preliminary examination are required for such methods (Art.
17{2)(a)i, Rule 39.1(iv); Art. 34(4)(a)l, Rule 67.1(iv), PCTGL
9.08-9.10).
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